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Abstract 

Bristol Boys Achievement Project (BBAP) is an action research project with the aim of 

increasing the achievement of boys across Bristol. The research is currently running 

throughout the city in Early Years settings and Primary Schools. The research was 

introduced in December 2016 and shared with Head Teachers, Early Years Coordinators, 

Children’s Centre Leaders and Lead Teachers. BBAP has used EYFS (Early Years Foundation 

Stage) Profile Data to identify groups of boys who are at most risk of underachievement in 

the long term. The aims of BBAP are: 

 “to address the national and Bristol’s priority to narrow the gap in achievement of 

some groups of boys” (ref: ‘Unknown children – destined for disadvantage’ Ofsted 

July 2016) 

 “to bring together schools, children’s centres and private, voluntary and 

independent settings to explore the barriers and issues of long-standing low 

achievement by some groups of boys and to participate in an enquiry led setting-

based approach to address boys’ learning and development needs” 

 “to work in partnership with families and communities to explore strategies which 

will inform sustainable approaches enabling families to support their boys to make 

the best possible progress in their learning and development and to contribute to 

the social mobility of boys living at a disadvantage” 

 “To disseminate the outcomes of the project widely with early years and primary 

colleagues and to use the finding to inform the practice in nationally funded 

initiatives such as the 2 year old Free Early Education and Childcare Entitlement, the 

Early Years and School Pupil Premium and the Troubled Families programme” 

 “To produce practice information and guidance for practitioners working with 

families and early years children to enable them to support the learning and 

development of boys to improve their educational outcomes and sense of well-

being” 

 

The BBAP coordinators invited the various settings to work together in Hubs to share 

information, individual research ideas and progress. These Hubs were allocated in South 

Bristol, East Central Bristol and North Bristol. Brentry and Henbury Children’s Centre joined 

the North Learning Hub with Henbury Court Primary Academy. The Leaning Hubs allowed 

different settings to evaluate their own research and devise strategies to improve boys’ 

outcomes. Each setting developed different areas of inquiry that they felt best supported 

their boys in identified areas of weakness.  

During December 2016 Brentry and Henbury Children’s Centre were invited to be involved  
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in BBAP with a view to beginning an action research project at the centre in April 2017. Our 

Lead Teacher invited the whole team to express an interest in becoming involved with the 

project, three members of the team decided to embark on the journey. 

Purpose and aims of our study 

The purpose of our research project “Anytime is Storytime Bristol” was to develop a deeper 

understanding of the stage of development of our pre-school boys in the area of reading 

and how this stage could be developed further with practitioner and parental support. 

Through our research the research leaders aim to develop recommendations that support 

good practice to improve reading and access to reading in nursery and at home. The 

research leaders will be enabled to support and improve practitioner knowledge in the area 

of reading, create opportunities for reading and scaffold children’s learning when reading 

occurs. The research leaders will be enabled to increase the attainment of boys reading 

during their time with us at Brentry and Henbury Children’s Centre through providing 

appropriate reading materials, developing reading opportunities and giving parents the 

tools to support their children when reading.  

The practitioners involved in the project collectively developed five specific aims for our 

research; 

 To improve outcomes for boys in relation to reading 

 To strengthen relationships with parents and use their expertise to support boys to 

make the best possible progress 

 To develop relationships with local schools and share priorities 

 To engage with research and grow a research culture across our Centre  

 To develop a working relationship with “Once Upon a Time Day Nursery” a local 

Private, Voluntary and Independent Nursery.  

 

Method 

When exploring how the research would be conducted thoughts were given to how to 

engage and work in partnership with our parents. Parents are the first educators of their 

children and it was incredibly important for the research leaders to have as much parental 

involvement as possible throughout the research.  In order to have quality input from 

parents/carers the research leaders devised various methods of involvement. These 

included; Guest Readers, parent questionnaire, “Anytime is Storytime” events and Bedtime 

Bear.   

Guest Readers  

During the early stages of the research Brentry Children’s Centre was granted a visit from 

Marvin Rees the Mayor of Bristol. Marvin had a pre-arranged visit to the Children’s Centre 
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and the research leaders thought it would be a great opportunity to launch the research 

project. Marvin was invited into Daisy Room, a day-care room within the setting to read a 

story to the children (Appendix 1). This event signified the beginning of the research and 

was quickly followed by Jeremy Corbyn visiting the setting and reading “We’re Going On a 

Bear Hunt” with our children (Appendix 2).   

Parent Questionnaire  

To gather further information from the children’s home learning environment the research 

leaders put together a parent questionnaire (Appendix 3). This was given to approximately 

90 parents/carers across the pre-school unit. The aim of the questionnaire was to gather 

both quantitative and qualitative data and to gather a deeper understanding of 

parents/carers knowledge of early reading skills and how often parents/carers read to their 

child/ren. This would give the research leaders an insight into the learning that takes place 

in the home environment. The research leaders asked parents/carers how they access world 

news to provide an understanding of how parents/carers within the setting are reading.  

“Anytime is Storytime events” 

In order to further parental involvement the research leaders organised “Anytime is 

Storytime” events in both rooms across the pre-school unit. These events were arranged 

once a term for around 30 minutes during both the morning and afternoon sessions. During 

these events parents/carers were invited to spend some time with their children exploring 

different ways of reading. To give parents some understanding of different ways of reading 

the research leaders split the room into areas where children could follow recipe cards to 

make play dough (Appendix 4), the recipe cards had both text and picture instructions to 

follow. Another area included matching logo lotto games (Appendix 5) or a matching street 

sign lotto game (Appendix 6) this gave parents/carers an opportunity to see that reading 

takes place all around them in various environments. In order to extend this further children 

were given a Logo Hunt (Appendix 7) or a street sign hunt (Appendix 8) to take home and 

find with their parents/carers and family members. Throughout these sessions children also 

had access to various other reading materials including fiction and non-fiction books, 

magazines, leaflets and large story sacks. Practitioners were available to support the 

children and their families during the entirety of the event. Appendix 9 shows photographs, 

a short observation and assessments. The research leaders ensured that the different 

reading materials were available all session and were accessible to the children. The 

research leaders also audited available reading materials and texts within the environment 

to ensure they were accessible to children at all times. For example written instructions for 

making play dough and labels for junk modelling resources. Following the events both 

Playdays Room and Lily Room children were asked for their thoughts and comments about 

the event, the children were excited to give their voice (Appendix 10 Playdays Room child’s 

voice, Appendix 11 Lily Room child’s voice).  

Bedtime Bear 
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The final part of parent/carer involvement was the introduction of Bedtime Bear (Appendix 

12 and 13). Bedtime Bear is a non-gender specific bear that goes home with different 

children each night. The children can keep Bedtime Bear for one or two nights and are asked 

to choose a story to take home and read at bedtime with their families. The children have a 

choice of six books to take home, the books were chosen carefully to, in the research 

leader’s opinion, appeal to boys and males specifically. The titles were: 

1. Diggersaurs      Author - Michael White 

2. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs.  Author - Jon Scieszka  

3. Boris’s Big Bogey    Authors - Paul Bright/Hannah George  

4. Dirty Bertie      Author - David Roberts  

5. You Can’t Take an Elephant on the Bus  Author - Patricia Cleveland-Peck  

6. Sing a Song of Bottoms    Authors - Jeanne Wills/Adam Stower  

Each child is then given the opportunity to complete a book review (Appendix 14 blank 

review,   Appendix 15 completed review) using their own voice and mark making to give 

their opinion on the story they have chosen. Some parents/carers chose to share this 

experience with the setting via Tapestry.  

During this research project it was important that the children were able to have as much or 

as little involvement as they wanted, in order to facilitate this the research leaders produced 

consent forms (Appendix 16 blank consent, Appendix 17 completed consent) that both the 

children and parents/carers were asked to sign and both were free to withdraw at any time. 

Practitioners working with the children explained that they didn’t have to take part in the 

research if they didn’t want to.  

For the purposes of our research the research leaders selected a group of eight focus 

children from across the pre-school unit. The focus children were all boys from different 

ethnic backgrounds and at different stages of development. For these children the research 

leaders observed how and when they were accessing reading, what impact the project had 

on them and how the research leaders could support their early reading skills while the 

children were in nursery. The research leaders spoke with these children and explained that 

they were going to be observing their play and what reading they accessed explaining that 

they could ask us to stop at any time.  

Findings 

At the end of the 2017 academic year the research leaders gathered evidence and analysed 

findings. The research leaders looked at the responses from the parent questionnaire, 

analysed entry and exit data for the focus group and the exit data for all boys in pre-school. 

The research leaders also evaluated how the children accessed reading and how they used 

the reading resources that had been provided.  

Parent questionnaire findings 
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 The research leaders had 45% of completed parent questionnaires returned, this 

equates to approximately half of pre-school’s families, and this was a positive and 

good return from parents/carers.  

 The research leaders found that talking to parents/carers when handing out the 

questionnaires and explaining in detail what the project was about and the aims of 

the project had a positive response.  

 From the responses gathered it was found that some parents were already 

concerned about the gender gap and had concerns about reading. The research 

leaders understood that they had tapped into an area of concern that parents/carers 

already had especially with reception year being the next transition for their 

children.  

 The research leaders captured the responses of white working families which 

reflected the cohort. 

 The research leaders captured the responses of 75% of BME families of our BME 

children on role.  

 From the responses the research leaders identified that more female adults 

frequently read and share a bedtime story with their story.  

 From the responses the research leaders can see that most people in the survey are 

reading newspapers to access world news.  

 The research leaders also discovered that posters are not a particularly effective way 

to share information with families most parents/carers gather information from 

social media.  

Data findings 

From the data it was found that there were high levels of attainment for the boys as a 

cohort in the area of reading. The research leaders found that 28% of  boys were working 

below their expected age level, 20% were working at 30-50 months and 52% were working 

at 40-60 months which equated to over half of the boys across pre-school.   

Our focus group’s data: 

Child  Entry data  Exit data  

Child 1 22-36 Emerging  30-50 Secure  

Child 2 16-26 Emerging 22-36 Secure 

Child 3 22-36 Secure  40-60 Consolidating  

Child 4 30-50 Emerging  40-60 Consolidating  

Child 5 22-36 Emerging  30-50 Secure 

Child 6 30-50 Emerging  30-50 Secure 

Child 7 16-26 Consolidating  22-36 Secure 

Child 8 30-50 Emerging 40-60 Emerging  
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This shows that all of the boys in the focus group made good progress in the area of reading, 

and all of the boys moved up a developmental stage within the Early Years Foundation 

Stage.  

Evaluation of children’s access to reading  

Throughout the research the research leaders carefully observed where the children 

accessed reading. The research leaders found that children often accessed reading in a 

specific book area when there are various books available for the children to read either 

independently, with peers or with adults. The book areas in the pre-school unit are 

specifically placed in enclosed spaces to enable children to enjoy books, stories and to read 

undisturbed. The research leaders found that children explored reading in other areas when 

resources to enable it were provided. For example placing recipe and cook books in the 

home area, construction books with blocks and Lego and having magazines and leaflets 

available for children to explore. Following each  “Anytime is Storytime” event, children 

were able to access the lotto games as and when they wanted to, this enabled children to 

become familiar with new words and opened interactions with both children and adults 

improving communication and language.  As the children developed their reading skills they 

developed in self-confidence and self-awareness.  

Developing a working relationship with “Once Upon a Time Day Nursery” a 

local Private, Voluntary and Independent Nursery (PVI) 

During discussions it became apparent that Once Upon a Time’s reading data was similar to 

pre-school data and literacy data was below expected levels (Transcribed interview 

Appendix 18) which led to the Manager: Toni Williams and Deputy Manager/ Lead 

Practitioner: Charlie Long focussing a research project with clear links and similarities to 

“Anytime is Storytime”. It was important that the PVI setting felt positively encouraged and 

supported as their own research began. Both BHCC’s research leaders and Once Upon a 

Time’s fostered and developed a strong positive working relationship that initiated links 

between the settings. Once Upon a Time showed immense passion and understanding in 

BBAP and improving outcomes for boys and began their research project at the beginning of 

the academic year 2017-2018. 

 

 Challenges, Limitations and Recommendations   

Throughout this research project the research leaders found various challenges and 

limitations that had an impact on the project. These included finding enough time, return of 

questionnaires and relevance of some questions, attendance of events, communication with 

other staff and motivating the entire team to be active in the research.  
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Finding enough time 

During this research project the research leaders found that dedicating enough quality 

uninterrupted time to the research presented a challenge. Working in a busy setting and 

with both research leaders having two job roles meant that time was very difficult to find. 

During the research they found that they needed to have protected time to collect, collate 

and evaluate data and questionnaires, plan events and produce high quality observations. 

The research leaders were also invited to present at conferences in both Bristol (Early Years 

Conference) and London (Nursery World). Preparation and practice time including 

developing presentations (City Hall, Bristol Appendix 19, Business Development Centre, 

London, Appendix 20) and personal biographies for the Nursery World Conference 

(Appendix 21) needed to be protected however this was challenging due to the nature of 

the job roles. For future research projects the research leaders would recommend that 

there is specific time set each month for leaders to have protected time dedicated to the 

research project.  

Return of questionnaires 

Following the researcher leaders evaluation of the project it was found that although 45% of 

questionnaires were returned completed which was a positive response it was felt there 

could have been a higher percentage of returned questionnaires. The research leaders felt 

that parents/carers may have been more inclined to return the questionnaire if they were 

handed it during a handover at either the beginning or the end of a session. Parents/carers 

would have had the opportunity to talk in detail with a research leader which in turn would 

have given them a deeper understanding of the project. Following an evaluation of the 

questionnaire it was felt that some questionnaires were open to interpretation and didn’t 

give a clear concise response. For example question five: 

5. How do you access world news? 

Phone  

Tablet  

Newspaper  

TV  

Other (please state)  

 

Asks parents/carers how they access world news but does ask what it is that parents/carers 

are actually accessing as they could been accessing a written article where reading is 

apparent, or it could be watching a video found on a social media site such as “You Tube” 

which may not involve reading.  

The research leaders would recommend that any future questionnaires are handed to 

parents/carers individually and that each family is given the opportunity to discuss the 

project at their convenience. The research leaders would also recommend holding an open 
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event that parents/carers can attend to gather further information regarding research 

projects. In order to gain a true indication if parents/carers are reading world news via the 

internet an additional question such as: 

When assessing world news on a tablet are you: 

1- Reading an article 

2- Watching a video 

3- Both 

Questions such as these would give a clear indication as to the specific use of social media.  

Attendance of parents at our “Anytime is Storytime” events 

For the initial “Anytime is Storytime” event the research leaders invited parents/carers to 

join their child/ren mid-way through either the morning or afternoon session. The research 

leaders invited them in for 30 minutes, however this initial event for both pre-school rooms 

was not particularly well attended. The parents who did attend lived very local to the 

children’s centre and either had younger siblings at home or were not working. The research 

leaders found that our working families didn’t attend this initial event. On reflection the 

research leaders felt this may have been due to the timing of the event. For future events 

the research leaders decided to time the event at the very beginning of the sessions both 

morning and afternoon, the research leaders felt that this may encourage parents to stay 

for the event as they were already at the centre. The research leaders also felt that as their 

children engage with the activities parents/carers may be more inclined to also engage with 

the children with the support of the practitioners in the room.  

Communicating with other staff and motivating the entire team to be active in 

the research 

Throughout the duration of the research project, the research leaders found motivating the 

entire staff team to be active and encouraged by the research a challenge. The research 

leaders found that the team felt it was another thing they had to do and they felt it would 

impact negatively on their time. Staff felt that they already had enough to do with regards 

to paperwork, observing children and planning and that this would put more pressure on 

them to observe children, boys in particular, reading during the day. The research leaders 

also found that they were asking and reminding the team to send Bedtime Bear home and 

to observe the focus children. The team at times felt that this was difficult to manage.  

When the research leaders began the project there wasn’t an opportunity for them to speak 

with the pre-school team to explain the journey the research leaders were embarking on. 

This meant the team weren’t fully aware of what the research leaders were doing and why 

and therefore they were a little reluctant to support the project.  The research leaders also 

found that the wider team were not fully aware of what the research leaders were doing 
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and the reasons why. This presented a challenge when the research leaders needed 

protected time for evaluation and discussion.  

For future research the research leaders would recommend that the research is presented 

to the whole staff team at the earliest opportunity so the whole setting is aware of what is 

happening. The research leaders would suggest that the whole team are aware of the 

process and method, protected times and how the research will impact on them. The 

research leaders feel that if this is presented in a very positive and enthusiastic way the 

team would feel more involved and have a deeper understanding of the what the research 

leaders were doing and why.  

Recommendations for supporting and developing boys’ early 

reading in pre-school  

Following the research project the research leaders recommend the following to enhance, 

scaffold and further develop early reading skills: 

 Reading materials including leaflets, magazines, fiction and non-fiction books and 

recipe cards should be readily available for children to explore in all environments. 

This includes both the home learning environment and the educational setting. 

Within the setting, opportunities for reading should be all around, both indoors and 

outdoors using both texts and symbols. Settings are encouraged to audit their 

reading material and ensure there is a range of media for children to explore.  

 Opportunities for reading should also be placed in various areas of the setting, for 

example the home area with cooking books, the construction area with books about 

buildings, for loose parts there could be book about repairing cars or other ideas for 

role play. This gives children the opportunity to plan their own play, to experience 

reading in a different way and will appeal to children who aren’t keen to sit and 

listen to a story.   

 Parents/carers are given the confidence to support their children with reading. This 

can be through advice from practitioners, workshops or open events. Parental 

involvement is key and creating and supporting home-nursery links with 

parents/carers can make them feel more involved in their child’s development. 

Introducing Bedtime Bear gives parents/carers and children the opportunity to 

spend time together enjoying a story, it then opens up communication between 

practitioners and parents/carers as the following day families are keen to share their 

experience with practitioners, which in turn develops and builds positive 

relationships. Children are also keen to share their experiences with their peers and 

practitioners which again supports the development of friendships and relationships 

as well as support Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and 

Language and lLteracy.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJmc2h3M_XAhWMNxQKHZoaCO0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.eteach.com/microsite/contentpage.aspx?empno%3D9067%26pagetype%3D-10&psig=AOvVaw00u6tK74-oRXYThW8C7Svs&ust=1511355533775227


 
Anytime is Storytime Bristol  

12 
 

Conclusions  

In conclusion the research leaders have discovered that educating and supporting 

parents/carers to understand that reading is all around us and is in every part of our 

environment supports children to access reading in various situations. As parents and carers 

become more confident, the research leaders believe that their children also will. As a 

setting the research leaders have a deeper understanding that providing exciting and 

enticing reading material engages children to want to read. The research leaders found that 

settings need to ensure this reading material appeals to boys, opens up opportunities for 

interactions, teachable moments and attainment which also supports other areas of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage such as Communication and Language, Personal Social and 

Emotional Development and Understanding the World.  
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Appendices  

Appendix 1  

 

Marvin Rees sharing a story with Daisy Room. 

Appendix 2  

Jeremy Corbyn reading “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” with Pre-school. 
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Appendix 3 

Parent Questionnaire – Bristol Boys Project: ‘Anytime is Story time’ 

At BHCC we are committed to continually improving the quality of young children’s education. One of 

the ways that we have chosen to do this is by agreeing to take part in a city-wide research project, 

aiming at closing the educational gap between girls and boys. Currently boys are nationally achieving 

less than girls in literacy. Since 2006 nearly 1 million boys have fallen behind with their early literacy 

skills, this translates as nearly 1 million five year olds who may struggle with explaining how they 

think and feel and engaging with adults and children around them. The evidence suggests that the 

gender gap in early years is more predominant in activities such as storytelling and exploring nursery 

rhymes. Through this project we strive to develop a love of reading for all children. 

Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire, the information you provide will help us to make 

links between home and nursery learning environments. 

 

1. 

Ethnicity: Please tick: 

White  

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British  

Asian / Asian British  

Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Groups  

Other ethnic groups   

Prefer not to say  

 

2. How many people live in your household? 

Adults Children (Under 16 years) 

Male: Female: Boys: Girls: 

 

3.  

Do you consider yourself to be a lone parent / carer?    Yes         No 

Are you a working household?    Yes         No 

 

4. What is your main method of travel? 

Type of travel Please tick: 

Car  

Bus  

Walk  

Cycle  

Other (please state)  
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5. How do you access world news? 

Phone  

Tablet  

Newspaper  

TV  

Other (please state)  

 

6. How often do you read with your child? 

Very rarely  Rarely Sometimes  Frequently Very frequently 

 

7. Do you and your child/children share a bedtime story? 

Yes Sometimes No 

 

8. What do you think the early signs of reading are? (Please tick as many as apply) 

Symbols  

Creating their own stories from pictures  

Reciting stories from memory  

Sounding out words  

Identifying letters and numbers  

Knowing the alphabet  

Looking at books independently  

 

 

9. In your opinion, how do you think children learn to read? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return your completed questionnaire to pre-school by Friday 19th May 2017. 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out our questionnaire. The findings from this questionnaire 

will be available for viewing at the end of July. 
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Appendix 4 

Play Dough Recipe Card  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJmc2h3M_XAhWMNxQKHZoaCO0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.eteach.com/microsite/contentpage.aspx?empno%3D9067%26pagetype%3D-10&psig=AOvVaw00u6tK74-oRXYThW8C7Svs&ust=1511355533775227


 
Anytime is Storytime Bristol  

17 
 

Appendix 5  

Logo Lotto  

 

 

Appendix 6  

Street Sign Lotto 
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Appendix 7 

Logo Hunt  

We’re going on a logo hunt…… 

Can you find these logos? 
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Appendix 8 

Sign Hunt  

We’re going on a road sign hunt…… 

Can you find these road signs on your way to nursery? 

Let us know if you see them anywhere else or more than once! 
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Appendix 9  

Brentry and Henbury Children's Centre 

Our 'Anytime is Storytime' event 
by Sophie Reynolds - added 05 May 2017 09:19 AM 

Children: Alexander, Imogen, Lenka, Mia, Olivia, Alfie, Amelie, Evie, Megan, Eva, 
Oscar, Piper-Leigh, Raeesah, Thomas 
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Notes 
Today we had our 'Anytime is Storytime' event. We had different activities out for the 
children to explore. There were books and magazines for the children to read and look at, a 
table for making their own gloop by following the instructions on a recipe card and some 
matching games such as pairs and logo bingo. There was also a direction game on the carpet 
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where the children had to read the direction cards to get to the end point. Some parents 
also joined us for the event, which the children really enjoyed. The next event will take place 
in June. 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Literacy 
Reading 
30-50 No Refinement 
• Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups. 
• Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment. 
• Looks at books independently. 

• Handles books carefully. 
• Knows information can be relayed in the form of print. 
• Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to    
bottom. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and Exploring 
Finding out and exploring 
Showing curiosity about objects, events and people 
Being willing to 'have a go' 
Initiating activities 
Seeking challenge 
Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences, and learning by trial and error 

Active Learning 
Being involved and concentrating 
Showing high levels of energy, fascination 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

Making links 
Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 
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Appendix 10 

Playdays Room Child’s Voice (“Anytime is Storytime” Event) 
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Appendix 11 

Lily Room Child’s Voice (“Anytime is Storytime” Event) 
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Appendix 12 

Bedtime Bear  

 

Bedtime Bear Sleepover Guide 

and Book Review  
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Appendix 13 

Bedtime Bear Sleep over Guide  

Bedtime Bear’s Sleepover Guide 

 
 

 Please look after Bedtime Bear for one night. A 

Toothbrush and a storybook is included in the 

sleepover bag ready for bedtime. 

 

 After you have read Bedtime Bear a story please fill in 

a book review to let us know if you enjoyed the story 

by colouring in a thumbs up or if not a thumbs down.  

 

 Bedtime Bear loves stories, so please share and read 

your favourite books as well. 

 

 Photos also make Bedtime Bear very happy, if you could 

capture your sharing of stories on Tapestry, Bedtime 

Bear will be able to share the sleepover with us. 

 

 

Thank you for looking after Bedtime Bear and sharing 

your favourite books!! 
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Appendix 14 

Book Review  
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Appendix 15 

Completed Book Review  
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Appendix 16 

Parent/carer and child consent form 

Dear   

Bristol Boys Achievement Project – ‘Anytime is Storytime’ 

At BHCC we are committed to continually improving the quality of young children’s education. One 

of the ways that we have chosen to do this is by agreeing to take part in a city-wide research project, 

aiming at closing the educational gap between girls and boys. Currently boys are nationally achieving 

less than girls in literacy. Since 2006 nearly 1 million boys have fallen behind with their early literacy 

skills, this translates as nearly 1 million five year olds who may struggle with explaining how they 

think and feel and engaging with adults and children around them. The evidence suggests that the 

gender gap in Early Years is more predominant in activities such as storytelling and exploring nursery 

rhymes. Through this project we strive to develop a love of reading for all children.  

 

We have decided to focus on one area of the curriculum – reading. We will be observing and 

recording what reading materials a sample group of children already access independently. We then 

aim to make carefully planned changes linked to reading for all children; while observing and 

recording the impact of these changes for the sample group.  

 

You can be involved through attending our ‘Anytime is Storytime’ sessions which will take place once 

a month for 3 months in the pre-school unit, sharing what you have been reading each week on the 

parents information boards within the room and uploading your own photo and observations on 

Tapestry. We’ll also be giving out a questionnaire regarding reading to all pre-school parents. 

 

Our findings and observations will be shared with colleagues from both BHCC and other settings and 

will be submitted to the Bristol Early Years Research website.  

 

We would like to ask your permission to include your child…………………………………..within our sample 

group. You are free to withdraw from the project at any time and are entitled to view the 

observations and findings drawn from the study. We will also be asking the children if they want to 

be included in the study and will respect their wishes if they say no. 

 

If you have any further questions or queries please don’t hesitate to ask a member of staff. 

Many thanks  

Lily Room and Playdays  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJmc2h3M_XAhWMNxQKHZoaCO0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.eteach.com/microsite/contentpage.aspx?empno%3D9067%26pagetype%3D-10&psig=AOvVaw00u6tK74-oRXYThW8C7Svs&ust=1511355533775227


 
Anytime is Storytime Bristol  

43 
 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I do/do not (please circle) give my permission for my child………………………………………………….. 

to be included in the Bristol Boys Achievement Project  

SIGNED:…………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

I (child’s name)……………………………………………………….would like to be involved in the reading 

research project. 

 

 

 

SIGNED………………………………………………………………… 
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Appendix 17 
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Appendix 18 

Transcript of interview with Toni Williams and Charlie Long 01/12/2017 

Once Upon a Time Day Nursery, Westbury-on-Trym Bristol  

Charlotte Van-Wely (CVW) - Interviewer 

Toni Williams (TW) – Interviewee 

Charlie Long (CL) – Interviewee  

CVW - Hi, if you could just start by introducing yourselves please? 

TW - I’m Toni the Manager of Once Upon a Time Day Nursery in Bristol.  

CL - And I am Charlie and I am the Deputy Manager and Lead Practitioner here. 

CVW - Thank you, so first question, how did you hear about the boys’ project? 

TW - So I attended the first hub meeting and I didn’t have a clue what is was about it just came 

through and I just attended it and that was it. And then you went to the second one didn’t you? 

CL - Yes and it was really really interesting to go to and meet everybody and to hear about what you 

guys had done, what we could potentially do and here we are now.  

CVW - Why did you want to be involved? 

TW - For me firstly, it was the statistics about how Bristol is so low in literacy in boys and then we 

came back did the cohort tracking and realised the same here but it was an all-rounder it wasn’t just 

boys, and um you made it sound so interesting and exciting and we love to involve our parents in 

every aspect of everything and this seemed like another great project to lead that on to. 

CL - Yes and I am also finishing my degree at uni and so I thought right we can link this to my 

dissertation and so we will be linking it to the emotional wellbeing for all children but taking the data 

specifically for boys, how they’re feeling when they’re reading, what they want to read and were 

going to basically adapt the setting, adapt everything we do and go from there. 

CVW - Fantastic! How has the project impacted your practice? 

TW - For us we’ve been here, well I’ve been here for about a year and a half and we’ve made a lot of 

changes but the impact has made us really aware how we display books. 

CL - Yeah 

TW - How books are accessed, the quality of our books. 

CL - And just basically how we’re going to change nearly everything we’re doing in here, I mean 

we’re going to be sending home the bears at the weekend, then we’re going to get parents really 

involved, staff are going to be getting, I say “training” but they’re going to be sitting down with me 

and I’ll be telling them how important it is to be reading with our children, for them to want to read.  
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TW - We’re going to try and adapt your anytime is story time to us cos we’re a very small nursery. So 

I don’t think we’re going to get a lot of parent’s coming into read cos were a private day nursery but 

we can definitely share the same aspect. 

CL - Yea definitely, and we got to teach our staff as well how to read a story really well.  

TW - So we have got staff going to “Amazing story teller” training at St Pauls Children’s Centre so 

that will be really exciting, just to kind of get the back ground cods I feel like when we went to the 

hub and we gout the back ground why it’s so important and even as from a baby and we can do that 

here.  

CL - Um definitely.  

CVW - What support have you received?  

TW - From your lovely selves the children’s centre 

CL – Yes, lots and lots.  

TW - Um yeah without you we wouldn’t be able to do it ‘cos I was a bit lost after the hub. I knew I 

wanted to do it but I didn’t know where to start. With your presentation, your input and your help, 

things like collecting all your evidence before, you get so caught up in doing the actual project you 

forget you have to do all that stuff. And this we’re doing it in the moment just collecting it and 

putting it all together.  

CL - I think it’s the hubs, the collaborating with one another, it’s the collaborating practice is 

absolutely brilliant and I’m finding it just so helpful coming and meeting you guys just sitting down 

and getting together talking about things and bouncing ideas off each other. I’ve got such a good 

feeling about this.  

TW - And also we got a good feeling about ongoing it and continuing it, not just a kinda one thing but 

changing it to all areas of learning not just literacy.  

CVW - So last question, what are you planning next? 

TW - Well we have to write an action plan and do it step by step cos we get a bit carried away.  

CL - We know what our hypothesis is, it’s just getting our research proposal drafted and getting it up 

together. It’s going to be about the middle of December. We have everything ready now, so we’ve 

got our bears, our boxes and everything we’re going to use. To be sending things home, basically 

we’re going to be telling the parents all about it and I know they’re going to love it! They just love to 

be involved which is what I love about this nursery. Get them involved, get the kids involved and 

then as of sort of Christmas, just after Christmas we’re going to be off and running. Hopefully around 

about March time we will collect our first lot of data to see how they’re feeling, gathering evidence 

and how it’s all going.  So yeah and go from there!  

CVW - Amazing thank you so much. 

TW - Thank you. 

CL - Thank you.   
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Appendix 19 

“Anytime is Story time Bristol” Presentation at City Hall. Tuesday 6th June 2017 
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Appendix 20  

“Anytime is Story time Bristol” Presentation at Nursery World Conference London Saturday 3rd 

February 2018  
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Appendix 21 

Charlotte Van-Wely and Rachel Hehir Biographies from Nursery World  

CHARLOTTE VAN-WELY 

 

Charlotte has been at Brentry & Henbury Children’s Centre (BHCC) since 2014 and has two roles in the 

setting: Early Education Support and Lead Practitioner in Pre-School. She is also responsible for leading 

the Bristol Standard, a quality improvement programme, across two sites. Charlotte has over 15 years’ 

experience of working in the early years, having previously worked in primary education before moving to 

BHCC.  

Charlotte is passionate about research and developing practice. Charlotte is co-leading an ongoing research 

project ‘Anytime is Storytime Bristol’, which was set up with the aim of raising boys’ attainment in 

reading and is part of 'The Bristol Boys Achievement Project'.  

 

 

RACHEL HEHIR  

 

Rachel began working at Brentry and Henbury Children’s Centre (BHCC) in 2010 as an Early Years 

Practitioner. Her current role is as an Assistant Manager across two of the BHCC sites. Rachel developed a 

passion for the work children’s centres do after being supported by her local children’s centre with her son 

in his early education. Having no formal experience working with young children Rachel graduated in 

2009 after studying Education and Early Childhood Studies for four years.  

More recently Rachel has developed a desire to understand the significance of the gender gap and how 

practitioners can support the narrowing of this gap. Rachel is co-leading an ongoing research project 

'Anytime is Storytime Bristol’, which was set up with the aim of raising boys' attainment in reading and is 

part of 'The Bristol Boys Achievement Project'.  
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